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Overview

A solar cell, also known as a photovoltaic cell (PV cell), is an electronic device
that converts the energy of directly into by means of the . It is a type of
photoelectric cell, a device whose electrical characteristics (such as , , or )
vary when it is exposed to light. Individual solar cell devices are often the
electrical building blocks of 

A photovoltaic module, also known as a solar panel, is a device that converts
sunlight into electricity using the photovoltaic effect. These modules are made
up of multiple solar cells that are connected together to form a larger
unit.What is a photovoltaic cell?

A photovoltaic cell is the most critical part of a solar panel that allows it to
convert sunlight into electricity. The two main types of solar cells are
monocrystalline and polycrystalline. The "photovoltaic effect" refers to the
conversion of solar energy to electrical energy. 

What is a photovoltaic module?

Photovoltaic modules consist of PV cell circuits sealed in an environmentally
protective laminate, and are the fundamental building blocks of PV systems.
Photovoltaic panels include one or more PV modules assembled as a pre-
wired, field-installable unit. 

What is the difference between a photovoltaic module and a panel?

The difference between a photovoltaic module and a photovoltaic panel is
their composition and size. A photovoltaic (PV) module is a unit comprised of
PV cells that gather sunlight and turn it into energy. Each module contains
multiple PV cells shielded by different materials within a sturdy metal frame. 

Are photovoltaic modules and solar arrays the same?

No, photovoltaic modules and photovoltaic arrays are not the same. A
photovoltaic (PV) module is a unit composed of interconnected PV cells. The
cells transform sunlight into electrical power. PV modules are the fundamental
part of a solar electricity system. 
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What are the components of a solar module?

A solar module comprises six components, but arguably the most important
one is the photovoltaic cell, which generates electricity. The conversion of
sunlight, made up of particles called photons, into electrical energy by a solar
cell is called the "photovoltaic effect" - hence why we refer to solar cells as
"photovoltaic", or PV for short. 

What is a PV cell & module?

A single PV device is known as a cell, and these cells are connected together
in chains to form larger units known as modules or panels. Research into cell
and module design allows PV technologies to become more sophisticated,
reliable, and efficient.
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Photovoltaic solar cell technologies: analysing
the state of the art

Nearly all types of solar photovoltaic cells and
technologies have developed dramatically,
especially in the past 5 years. Here, we critically
compare the different types of ...

Solar cell 

OverviewApplicationsHistoryDeclining costs and
exponential capacity
growthTheoryEfficiencyMaterialsResearch in
solar cells

A solar cell, also known as a photovoltaic cell (PV
cell), is an electronic device that converts the
energy of light directly into electricity by means
of the photovoltaic effect. It is a type of
photoelectric cell, a device whose electrical
characteristics (such as current, voltage, or
resistance) vary when it is exposed to light.
Individual solar cell devices are often the
electrical building blocks of photovoltaic modules

Photovoltaic Cell and Module Design ,
Department of Energy

Photovoltaic (PV) devices contain
semiconducting materials that convert sunlight
into electrical energy. A single PV device is
known as a cell, and these cells are connected
together in ...
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Contact Us

For catalog requests, pricing, or partnerships, please visit:
https://www.legnano.eu
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